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EDITORIAL

Hurrah! The first issue of “Sanjha Punjabi Virsa™ is here for your rhand. This is the first issue of "World
Center for Punjabi”. It must required some updates. The quarterly magazine was originally scheduled to be
published in late March or early April. There are many reasons for this. First of all, this is the first attempt of
“World Center for Punjabi”, there are many things to keep in mind while starting any work.

World Center for Punjabi aspires to grow together with Punjabis living all over the world. Wherever
Punjabis are settled all over the world, we request them to join us in promoting Punjabi language, literature, art
and culture so that together we can serve Punjabi in better way.

In February 29th at Oriental College Lahore, on February 1st and 2nd at our World Centre for Punjabi
auditorium. In month of Mr. Fakhar zaman organized the 3days punjabi international conference on 5th, 6th and
7th March. Our effort was to include the talks and articles from these conferences in the issue and present it as
“Conference Number”. But the material was so vast that it was difficult to present it in a single issue. We will
feature a separate conference-related article (Insha'Allah) in upcoming issue containing detailed reports on all
three conferences.

This first issue features an invaluable English article titled “Lahore Fort: Study Through Centuries” by our
editor Faisal Arshad Butt. Which contains interesting information about Lahore Fort for the readers. In the
Shahmukhi section we are presenting an article titled “Guru Nanak Ji and Raga (Music)” by Hon'ble Prof.
Hamidullah Shah Hashmi. Professor Sahib is a big name in Punjabi literature. We are grateful to him for this
article. In the Gurmakhi section, an excellent article by Bakhshinder "Rahin Deo ji first read Shayari Sikhi" has
been presented. They have a lot of passion for Journalism. We are proud to have him as our guest for several days.

A preview of the previous quarter's activities is also being shared with the readers so that the readers know
what we are actual our activities.

Through this editorial note | would like to convey a message to the Punjabis living all over the world and
request them to contribute through their pen. In this magazine we have allocated a special section “Pak Yatra,
Sweet Memories”. In which the articles/opinions of those friends who have visited Pakistan at some point have
been brought before the readers. What did they see during this trip? What felt and what sweet memories they
would like to share with friends.

We are proud that we are getting countless articles for this niche. We are taking care of all of them and they
will get space when the turn comes. Second, we will publish all these articles as a book series and share them with
readers.

We humbly requested if the "World Center for Punjabi" started a "Tourist Help Desk" so friends from all
over the world who want to visit Pakistan/Punjab religious sacred places with their family or friends, we will
provide them with all possible facilities like accommodation and transports etc. Friends can contact us on our
WhatsApp number or email. We will welcome them with open heart. We value your feedback.

Prof. (R) Dr. Abdul Razzaqg Shahid
Chief Editor
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Lahore Fort: A Study Through Centuries

Introduction

The brick-fort in Lahore known as Old
Fort spreads not only in space over a large area
but also in time that takes it back to the
legendary period of Loh (1200 — 800 BC), the
son of Rama, generally taken as the founder of
the city of Lahore. The Citadel is located on the
north-eastern side of the city perfecting its
shape into a parallelogram. It is irregular in
plan being about 457metres east to west by
some 366 metres north to south. A fortification
wall, constructed in different periods girdles it
all around. However, during the British period,
before handing over to the Archaeological
authorities, the fortification on the southern
side was pulled down and turned in to a set of
large stairs so as to weaken its utility as a
defense wall. The Fort right from its beginning
has the reputation of being a hallmark of might
and power. (Quraeshi-p.151).

Many times people visited Lahore Fort but
they did not know the history of Lahore Fort,
whereas the history of Fort starts with Malik
Ayaz, the trusted general of Mehmood
Ghazanvi and continued to be developed by
successive rulers till the arrival of British in the
20" century.

Generally the visiting people were not
aware of the different periods during which
development were undertaken in Lahore Fort,
whereas the development started with the
coming of Ghazanvides and continued during
the Sultanate, Mughals, Sikhs and the British.

In Baqir’s Lahore (1984), the history of
fort, the basics of studies are found in elaborate

Faisal Arshad Butt*

narration in Ahmad (1864), Farishta (1884),
Nadiem (1996), Qureshi (1988), Qureshi et al
deal with different aspects of the architectural
features and entities of Lahore Fort.

Earlier Phases

Malik Ayaz, on becoming of Governor
of Lahore in 1021, rebuilt and repopulated the
city after it had been destroyed by the Sultan.
He built a masonry-fort between 1037 and 1040
at the place believed to be already having a
mud fort then ruined.
(www.idiotsandgenious.blogspot.com).

Although no exclusive and separate
history of the Fort appears in the accounts of
the earlier annals of Lahore yet it can easily be
inferred that it suffered or flourished along with
the City with every wave of the invader.
However, limited excavations carried out in the
present lawns of Diwan-e-Aam Quadrangle in
1959 brought to light the remains of five
distinct periods, which respectively belonged to
remote Hindu period, Sultanate / Ghaznavid
era, Mughal Empire, Sikhs and the British
bringing out almost an unbroken chronological
order. (Nadiem-1996: p.59).

After its specific mention of having
been built by Malik Ayaz, it is mentioned as to
have met with the same natural fate during the
invasions of Muhammad Sam in 1180, 1184,
and 1186. (Frishta 1,p.56). It was completely
destroyed by the Mongols in 1241 (Siraj: p.50).
However, it remained in that condition before it
was rebuilt in 1267 by Ghiasuddin Balban.
(Frishtal,p.77).

When Amir Timur’s army invaded
Lahore in 1308, it met with the destructive
action once again but to be rebuilt in mud in the
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beginning of 1421, when Sultan Mubarak Shah
held sway over the region. Just months later, it
was again enormously damaged by Shaikha
Gakkhar an adventurer from the Pothohar
region. (Ahmad187). In 1432 it was taken over
and repaired by Shaikh Ali. (Frishtal,p.168).
The Mughal Period

For quite a long time then no mention
of the Lahore Fort is traceable in history
records until a reference to its gates appears in
connection with the arrival of Prince Mirza
Kamran on way from Kabul (Fazal I, p.125).In
its present condition the Fort extend generally
from east to west. They bear the works of four
Mughal Emperors hence easily bracketed into
four phases. On the extreme east are the
foundations of the palace of Akbar; next comes
the quadrangle of Jahangir, and lastly there is a
curtain wall between two hexagonal towers,
said to have been built by Shah Jahan, with
additions by his son and successor, Aurangzeb
Alamgir. After these four great Mughals, the
Sikhs contributed to the Lahore Fort.
(Latif;p.121) In order to study the Lahore Fort
in its time span of four phases, each is given in
the following lines:

Phase One

The main construction of the present
Fort was started on almost a continuous note
from the reign of the Great Mughal Emperor
Akbar and was built in four phases. (Bagir:
p.363). Akbar demolished the old mud fort and
rebuilt it in burnt-brick and solid masonry.
Although not many details or the date of its
reconstruction is given yet the fort gets a clear
mention in Ain-e-Akbari during his reign.
(Bagir;p.363).To this phase are assigned the
buildings of the Masti (or Masiti) Gate towards
the east and Daulat Khana-e- Khas-o-Aam.
This is regarded as the oldest of all the
buildings of the Fort and is recorded to have
114 bays andAiwans. (Nadiem, 1996:

p.65).About 1597 when it had been damaged
by fire during the Emperor’s tour of Kashmir,
he himself supervised its repairs while camping
here on his way back. (Badauni: 734).

Phase Two

The second phase of the Lahore Fort
starts with the building of the palace west of
present Diwan-e-Aam, and north of the Akbar
period Daulat Khana-e-Khas-o-Aamand is
subscribed by the inscription of the year 1617-
18. (Bagir;p.365, Ahmad;p.284). This complex
of buildings called Jahangir’s Quadrangle is
mentioned by the Emperor in his memoirs to
have visited for the first time on 6™ September
1620 when he praised it as ‘charming abodes,
extremely fine and faultless, and painted and
sculptured...” (Rogers;p.318) The Chhajjas
(eaves) of the Dalans of this phase were
supported by stone brackets in the shape of
elephants, felines, lions, peacocks, etc.
(Nadiem 1996: p.67).

The center of the quadrangle is
occupied by a garden in the Charbagh style
with spacious water tank having a square
Mahtabi  (platform) in the middle. The
Quadrangle suffered much additions and
alterations especially in the open spaces of the
garden during the British period. The
superfluous structures were cleared from the
place by the Archaeological authorities when
the original layout of the landscaping was
restored. (Nadiem, 1996:p.69) On the northern
side of the garden lies the Barri Khwabgah,
which was used as the Sleeping Chambers of
the Emperor Jahangir. This building is now
being used as ‘Mughal Gallery’ to display the
Mughal period artifacts. (Personal observation)

Among other buildings belonging to
this phase include the Makatib Khana (Clerks
Quarter) with dated inscription taking it back to
1617 CE and of huge dimensions, marking the
boundary between Jahangir Quadrangle and the
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buildings of Shahjahan’s period towards its
west. (Nadiem, 1996: p.71-72)

Phase Three

The third phase in the history of the
Lahore Fort represents the works of Shahjahan,
the son and successor of the Mughal Emperor
Jahangir. (Bagar: p.367)The advent of this era
is borne by the dated inscription over the Hathi
Pol, which is mentioned as to go back to 1631-
32. (Baqir: p.368)

A Hall of Forty Pillars was built to
protect the courtiers from rain and heat with a
permanent arrangement as the portico of cloth
used to be erected for temporary shelter earlier
(Lahori 1, p. 221-223). The building suffered
immensely and perhaps collapsed during the
Sikh war of succession around 1841. It was
reconstructed during the British period making
a random use of the red sandstone pillars, but
replacing the whole roof. The outer archways
were bricked up and the building enclosed
within a veranda. These excrescences were
removed in the early part of twentieth century,
exposing the structures which presented the
skeleton of the old glory. (Nadiem, 1996: p.63)

To the period of Shahjahan also belong
the Khwabgah and marble pavilion erected
respectively in 1633 and 1644. (Bagqir;p.376)
The tile-work on the outer wall, towards the
River Ravi, which flowed by the north and
north-west of the Fort, was originally started by
Jahangir but its uniformity betrays that it was
built by Shahjahan with the other complex of
buildings, the earlier period portions were also
repaired by Shahjahan. (Bagir;p.376) To this
phase also belongs the erection or repairing of
Ghusal khana (Bathroom) and Khwabgah
(Sleeping Chamber). (Baqir;p.377)

Towards the north-western side of the
Fort, Jahangir in his 19" year of accession had
started work on huge buildings, the earlier
plans of which were not approved by

Shahjahan, who altered them and caused to
build a huge complex commonly known as
Samman Burj. The inscription over the Hathi
Pol, however, tells of it simply as Shah Burj or
the Royal Tower. Built in 1631-32, there is no
clue to their usage, only to be assumed that
they served as private quarters for the Emperor
and his Harem. (Nadiem, 1996: p.86)

Phase Four

The Fourth Phase of the building activity
within the Lahore Fort came during the last of
the greater Mughal emperors, Aurangzeb
Alamgir. Being a man of somber and orthodox
nature he could be visualized to be shaking his
head in disapproval over many of the building
decorations caused by his  ancestors.
(Quraeshy:p.152) This phase comprises the
main gate (Alamgiri Gate) with the adjacent
walls, which make the eastern limits of the
Hazuri Bagh. (Bagqir:p.379)
Sikh Period

After the last of the greater Mughals the
Lahore Fort did not witness much activity for
the next 70 or 80 years. The building activity
picked up once again, though at a very
moderate scale, with the coming to power of
Maharaja Ranjit Singh towards the turning of
the 18th century. Quite a few buildings like
Northern Fortification Wall with moat, Haveli
Kharrak Singh, a Mandir, Atthdara, Haveli Mai
Jindan, etc. were added during this period. In
these additions and alterations to the Mughal
period buildings the Sikhs are on record to have
mutilated or defaced those earlier gems of
buildings. (Nadiem, 1996: p.48)

British Period
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6 -
5 -
4 -
3 -
2 -
1 -
0 .
18-30 31-50 51-60
The British added some barracks and Age Group Number of People
shabby small structures mostly to serve the 18-30 6
military demands especially during World 31-50 2
Wars. During the current era of Pakistan, the 51-60 2

restoration of the Fort was mostly confined to

removal of superfluous super-structures of Question 2: Gender?

British period and reusing or re-modeling of Male Female

some buildings in the NW corner to house 5 4

Pakistan Institute of Archaeological Training &
Research. (Personal Communication).
Question 3: From which country do you

Methodology belong?
The methodology followed in the study 7

of Lahore Fort was by physically visiting it.

The structures built in different periods of

history were closely examined in the light of
studies and after meeting the professionals,
who look after its management and
conservation. During these visits at least six
local and four foreign tourists were also met
and their views taken by posing them different
questions. The Pakistani visitors were of Male Female

O P N W b~ U1 O
|

different age groups and cultural background Pakistan Japan Canada British

while foreign tourists included those from

7 1 1 1

Canada, Britain and Japan.
Results and Discussions
Question 1: What is your age?
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8 8
. 6

4
6 2

0l mmmm Il I
> Acquire Outing with Recreation
4 Knowledge Family
3 Question 6: Which thing is most attractive for
5 you at Lahore Fort?

Entrance | Vast | Architecture | Monuments

1 Lawns
. M W N 1T 1

Pakistan Japan Canada

British 5

Question 4: Do you visit Lahore Fort 4
frequently, if yes than how many times?

Regularly/ | Monthly | Weekly | Yearly 3
casually 2 I
4 2 3 1 I
1

5
: Entrance Vast Lawns Architecture Monuments
2 Question 7: With whom you visit the Fort?
1 l Parents | Friends with Cousins
0 ; ; ; -: Class
c)\)?}\* &&A Q’*\\\ *&k\\\ 4 3 1 2
@ Q° N
&
S 5
@
4
Question 5: What is your purpose of visiting 3
the Lahore Fort?
Acquire Outing Recreation 2
Knowledge with 1 l
Family O T T - T 1
1 7 2 Parents Friends with Class Cousins

Question 8: Do you know when Lahore Fort
was constructed?

Yes

No

7

3
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I

No

Yes

Question 9: Present form of Lahore Fort was
built by whom?

Akbar | Jahangir Ranjit British
Singh Period
2 3 3 2
35
3
2.5
2
1.5
1
0.5
0 T T T
Akbar Jahangir Ranjit Singh  British
Period

CONCLUSIONS & FUTURE STUDY

From the in-depth study of Lahore Fort,
Through the Centuries, the major conclusion
that is arrived at is that it was not built in a
single era, rather its period to coming into
being spreads over the reign of many emperors,
kings, governors, rajas and maharajas. It, thus,
has come out to be a unique ensemble of

10

different monuments and architectural feats
found at one place and presenting a continuous
architectural history of almost a thousand years.

With such a varied period of
architectural elements and faiths in one single
study over to be supplemented and
complimented with future study to have a
clearer and most comprehensive picture over so
many centuries.

The literature for future study is also
properly documented at the end of this study.
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Phase — 11

Jahangir's Quadrangle with Barri Khwabgah

Makatib Khana ‘
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Moti Masjid ‘

| ~

Barri Khwabgah, Jahangir's Quadrangle.
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Jharoka (Emperor's Balcony) in Diwan-e-Aam
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Diwan-e-Aam ‘
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General view of pictured wall
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Hathi Pol or Summan Burj Gate

Shish Mahal, Aaiena Kari or Glass-work decoration
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Shish Mahal ‘
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Alamgiri Gate, seen from top of Sikh Baradari
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Sikh period Athdara & Pavilion above Shish Mahal also added
during Sikh periodalso added during Sikh period

Sikh period temple
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Sikh pavilion in Jahangir's Quadrangle
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International Seminar

World Punjabi Conference 2024

World Centre for
the

Punjabi  (WPC)
1% International
“World Punjabi
Conference” held on 1% February 2024
at World Centre for Punjabi Auditorium.

organized

conference on the

The chief guest of the international
conference was Mr. Fakhar Zaman,
President, World Punjabi Congress, Ex-
Minister. Sardar Ajaib Singh Chatha
from USA also attended the conference.

The program was kicked off by
Prof. (R) Dr. Abdul Razzaq Shahid,
Director, World Centre for Punjabi
(WCP). He said that we worked for the
noble cause Punjabi language, arts, and
culture to remain intect the culture with
youngster. He further said that today
younsgser did not like to spoke the
Punjabi language. He said we try our
level best to promote the mother

language at international level and

25

plateform of WCP always welcome to
the distinguished professor, researcher,
Punjabi lovers to do their research on the
language of Punjabi.

Mr. Fakhar Zaman, Chief guest of
the conference, thanks director WCP to
the of

international conference. He said that he

invited him on occasion
feel honour that he works for the mother
tongue, Punjabi. He requested to the all
listeners that they must keep alive the
language of the Punjabi because if the
language of any nation dead, the nation

could not survive anymore.
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International Seminar

SAKA NANKANA SAHIB

In October 1920 A.D., a congregation
was held at Dharowal, District
Sheikhupura for reform in Gurdwara
Nankana Sahib in which the leaders
revealed to the gathering of devotees
about the misdeeds being committed
inside the Gurdwara. Gurdwara Nankana
sahib was highly revered as it was the
birth place of Guru Nanak. Sikhs asked
in a peaceful way the Mahant to mend
his ways. When Mahant Narian Dass
was asked to reform himself, he started
making preparations to oppose the Panth
(Sikh community) instead. The Mahant
recruited hoodlums and rogues as paid
employees to oppose the Sikhs. With the
help of the British government, he
collected guns, pistols and other arms
and ammunition. The British
Government was using every available
weapon to make Akali movement of
Gurdwara reform, a failure. The squad
of the peaceful and unarmed Sikhs
arrived at Nankana Sahib on 20th
February, bathed in the pool and entered
the Gurdwara. The Mahant had got the
news of the squad's arrival so he had
gathered his men at night and briefed
them about their duties. The Mahant's
men closed the main gate and started
firing from roof tops. Twenty-six Singhs
became martyrs to those bullets in the

27

courtyard while another sixty or so
sitting inside the Darbar Sahib became
targets of bullets. When the Mahant's
men saw no one moving, they came
down with swords and choppers. At the
sound of the gun-fire, Bhai Dalip Singh
and Bhai Waryam Singh rushed towards
the Gurdwara. When the Mahant saw
them coming, he shot Bhai Dalip Singh
with his pistol and as he was injured, he
was tied to Jand tree upside down inside
the Gurdwara premises and was torched
alive. Mahant’s men also cut Bhai
Waryam Singh to pieces. They threw
their bodies into kilns where other
bodies were also burning. The Memory
of the SAKA is observed at the venue of
the happenings in Gurdwara
Janamasthan, Nankana Sahib.

In the morning of the 21%
February 2024 on the conclusion of
Akhand Path, the Bhog Sahib was
observed, which was followed by
Ardaas. After the closing of religious
rituals started the programme of the
Memorial Assembly to bring to the
world the memories of the martyrs, who
had offered sacrifices with their lives for
a great cause and to give a new life to
the advancement of the Sikh nation.
About 200 men and women mostly
Sikhs, including a few from Australia,
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India and England attended the meeting
where six speakers addressed the formal
Assembly.

First to talk was Sardar Rajvir
Singh. He told that this place was very
sacred for all Sikh Nation as our first
Guru Nanak Dev ji born here. He
narrated the whole story of the Nankana
Sahib in an emotional manner to the
audience. Whenever anyone talks in
filthy way about Harmander Sahib, they
talked about us. It was true that this
sacred place was saving from the Hindu
Mahant after sacrificed their life. He told
the audience that Sikh always ready to
sacrifice their life for sake of safe the
Sikhi. He said that Saka Nankana Sahib
was one of the tragic blood shed of
Sikhs in the history when more than 130
innocent Sikhs slaughter without any
reason. He told the audience with heavy
heart that it’s useless to cry when split
over milk. SPGC change the original
Nanakshahi calendar to  Bikrami
calendar but we did not took any action.
Now it need of the time that we prepared
new generation and told them about
Sikhism. He told that Bhai Lachman
Singh sacrificed his life for what
purpose and how this Saka Nankana
Sahib incident happened. Alas! We were
far behind of actual purpose of Sikhi and
our generation adopt the Hindutva paths.

Next to speak was the Director
WCP, Prof. (R) Dr. Abdul Razzaq
Shahid. He welcomed all the Sikh
Sangat who arrived from different parts
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of Pakistan as well as foreign Sikhs. He
comprehensively told the audience about
the background of Saka Nankana Sahib.
He said Saka Nankana Sahib, a Sikh
massacre, always remember in the mind
of Sikhs because of martyrs never ever
forgot who sacrificed their life for sake
of Sikhi. He told the audience that Sikh
history was full of Sikh’s blood-shed
and heinous brutalities. It started from
Guru Arjan Dev Ji who presented his
life. Guru Gobind Singh Ji was another
example of Guru Sahiban, whom
sacrificed himself and safe the Sikhism.
Another pivotal example of Sahibzadas,
whom martyr with atrocities of Hindutva
at that time. He told that the series of
killing the Sikhs started from time of
Guru Nanak Dev Ji and its till continue.
Saka Nankana Sahib was the same series
of killing the Sikhs. On time of partition,
Sikh were betrayed by Gandhi. In 1984,
Sikhs were again betrayed and killed by
Indira Gandhi. Hindu always killed
Sikhs and proved to be followers of
Chandu and Narain.

Sardar Nishan Singh, UK, said
that we gathered here to pay tributes to
the martyrs of Saka Nankana Sahib. He
told that he was unaware about to speech
on the eve great day. He said that it was
honour for him to invite him for spoke
on such memorable moment. He shared
his thoughts that Hindu always degraded
the Sikhs. He told we were punished and
face the hardness because we were the
follower of Guru Nanak who teaches us
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to spoke always truth. So we always
spoke truth, it doesn’t matter what the
consequences of it. He advice the Sikh
audience that remember if you spoke the
truth you must face the hurdles like the
Bhai Lachman Singh. He told with
heavy heart that Bhai Lachman Singh
and his companions sacrificed their life
for Sikhi. We should ready to sacrifice
ourselves if such scenario created in
future.

Kalayan Singh Kalayan,
Professor, GCU, Lahore paid special
tributes on the occasion of Saka
Nankana Sahib’s martyrs. He explained
the historical blood-shed event that
Punjab was sabotage by British. Hindu
was the close to them. So Narain Das
awarded to occupy on the religious place
of Sikhs, Gurdwara Janamasthan. When
Bhai Lachman Singh and his
companions arrived here, Narain Das
brutally killed them all. He told that our
competition was with Brahmans and if
we want to concur it, we need to stick
together immediately. He said that it
was remind him the memory of 1984
when Sikh massacres just happened due
to hated speeches and conservative mind
of Hindutva.

Rana Ranjit Singh, Jatha Leader, UK
spoke on the occasion that we gathered
today to remembrance of Bhai Lachman
Singh’s sacrificed to free the sabotage of
Hindu Brahmans and British. He said
with proud that today Sangat gathered
here from all over the globe to pay
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tribute to brave man Bhai Lachman
Singh. Our beloved Guru Arjan Dev was
brutally martyr and these atrocities
continue to all Sikhs in India. He told
the audience that Modi government
attacked on Palwama and it was the
opening ceremony of his campaign. This
campaign started with blood shed of
their own army. He said with full of
emotions that Modi is enough to divide
the India in parts. His political
campaigns and actions will ruin the
India and even himself. He said that on
the other side, Pakistani government
always welcome and invited the India on
table talk. He said that Modi’s politics
consisted on loathing policy. He warned
the India on this forum that if India think
that Pakistan cannot attack on India so it
was one of the biggest mis-
understanding of India. He told the
audience that he will present a resolution
in the assembly that Pakistan present a
case in UN against India on humiliation
and violation of basic human rights in
India. He ends his speech with slogans
of Pakistan Zindabad and audience
responded him with greet applauded.
Towards the close of the programme the
‘honour-robes” — Saroopa — were
presented to the prominent participants.
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International CONFERENCE

WORLD PUNJABI CONGRESS

An international conference
organized by Mr. Fakhar Zaman’s World
Punjabi Congress with collaboration of
World Centre for Punjabi (WCP) held at
Pak Heritage Hotel, Lahore from 4™

March to 9'" March.

This was the 33™ conference
held consecutively at Lahore. In this
conference more than 58 Indian Sikh
scholars, writers, journalist, professor
and many other who belong to different
life cycles.

Prof.

Dr. Abdul

(R)
Shahid, Director,

Razzaq
World Centre for
Punjabi invited on the occasion to

attend the conference.
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He told the audience about the
achievement and progress of the World
centre for Punjabi in current year. He
said that although Indian government
always created the many hurdles that
Sikh yatrees do not able to attend the
syposiums or religiout evetns in
Pakistan. He said that government of
Pakistan will serve them if anyone of
them wants to visit Pakistan on the

immediate basis.
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International CONFERENCE

WORLD PUNJABI CONGRESS

On the occasion of 33" international

conference held consecutively at
Lahore. In this conference more than 58
Indian Sikh scholars, writers, journalist,
professor and many other who belong

to different life cycles.

These Indian citizens get Visa to
attend the conference in Lahore. On the
special request of the Prof. (R) Dr. Abdul
Razzag Shahid, WCP

Director to

government of Pakistan, they get
permission to visit Nankana Sahib to pay
obesience. The Sikh yatrees were very
happy and thanks all the management

on arrangement to visit Nankana Sahib.

World Centre for Punjabi get the

advantage of the occasion and

organized a seminar in the Shaheedi
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Asthan on topic of “Sikh Muslim Sanjh”
under the previleges of government of
Pakistan.

After the seminar, Sikh Yatrees and
other distinguished guests visited the
Langar Hall where they served with

lunch according to the Sikhi rites.
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International Seminar

PAL SINGH PUREWAL CONFERENCE

We are profound to announce that
“World Centre for Punjabi” Lahore,
Pakistan, organized the International
Conference to tribute the eminent
scholar and professor Late Pal Singh
Purewal ji. The conference held at
World Centre for Punjabi (WCP)
Auditorium on 16-04-2024 at 10:30am
(Pakistan Standard time). The guests
participated from UK, USA and from
other different countries. Speakers
talked about the determined efforts of
Pal

the Sardar Singh Purewal. The

Participants praises the Pal Singh
Purewal and gather under the umbrella
of “World Center for Punjabi” to pay

tribute to the Pal Singh Purewal.

It is worthy to mention here that
other religions, like Christianity, Islam,

Judaism, and Hinduism, have had their
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own calendars. But for most of its
history, Sikhism has used the traditional
Vikrami (or Bikrami) calendar, shared by
Sikhs and Hindus in North India, to set

the date of its festivals.

Sikhs see the adoption of the new
calendar as a big step forward for
the Sikh identity, and one that will help
dispel any assumptions that Sikhism is a

branch of some other religion.

the

International

share
the

we
of

conference with you;

Here
highlights

pictorial
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